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WYOMING
WYO. STAT.

Title 6. Crimes and Offenses,

Chapter 8. Weapons

Article 1. Weapons Offenses

    6-8-102. Use or possession of firearm by
person convicted of certain felony offenses;
penalties. Any person who has previously
pleaded guilty to or been convicted of commit-
ting or attempting to commit a violent felony or a
felony under W.S. 6-5-204(b), and has not been
pardoned and who uses or knowingly pos-
sesses any firearm is guilty of a felony punish-
able by imprisonment for not more than three
(3) years, a fine of not more than five thousand
dollars ($5,000.00), or both.
    6-8-104. Wearing or carrying concealed
weapons; penalties; exceptions; permits.
    (a) A person who wears or carries a con-
cealed deadly weapon is guilty of a misde-
meanor punishable by a fine of not more than
seven hundred fifty dollars ($750.00), imprison-
ment in the county jail for not more than six (6)
months, or both, unless:
    (i) The person is a peace officer;
    (ii) The person possesses a permit under this
section; or
    (iii) The person holds a valid permit authoriz-
ing him to carry a concealed firearm authorized
and issued by a governmental agency or entity
in another state that recognizes Wyoming per-
mits, is a valid statewide permit, and the state
has laws similar to the provisions of this section,
as determined by the attorney general, includ-
ing a proper background check of the permit
holder.
    (b) The attorney general is authorized to is-
sue permits to carry a concealed firearm to per-
sons qualified as provided by this subsection.
The attorney general shall promulgate rules
necessary to carry out this section no later than
October 1, 1994. Applications for a permit to
carry a concealed firearm shall be made avail-
able and distributed by the division of criminal
investigation and local law enforcement agen-
cies. The permit shall be valid throughout the
state for a period of five (5) years from the date
of issuance. The permittee shall carry the per-
mit, together with valid identification at all times
when the permittee is carrying a concealed fire-
arm and shall display both the permit and prop-
er identification upon request of any peace offi-
cer. The attorney general through the division
shall issue a permit to any person who:
    (i) Is a resident of the United States and has
been a resident of Wyoming for not less than
six (6) months prior to filing the application. The
Wyoming residency requirements of this para-
graph do not apply to any person who holds a
valid permit authorizing him to carry a con-
cealed firearm authorized and issued by a gov-
ernmental agency or entity in another state that
recognizes Wyoming permits, is a valid state-
wide permit, and the state has laws similar to
the provisions of this section, as determined by
the attorney general, including a proper back-
ground check of the permit holder;
    (ii) Is at least twenty-one (21) years of age;
    (iii) Does not suffer from a physical infirmity
which prevents the safe handling of a firearm;
    (iv) Is not ineligible to possess a firearm pur-
suant to 18 U.S.C. section 922(g) or W.S. 6-8-
102;

    (v) Has not been committed to a state or fed-
eral facility for the abuse of a controlled sub-
stance or convicted of a violation of the Wyo-
ming Controlled Substances Act of 1971, W.S.
35-7-1001 through 35-7-1057 or similar laws of
any other state or the United States relating to
controlled substances;
    (vi) Does not chronically or habitually use al-
coholic liquor and malt beverages to the extent
that his normal faculties are impaired. It shall be
presumed that an applicant chronically and hab-
itually uses alcoholic beverages to the extent
that his normal faculties are impaired if the ap-
plicant has been involuntarily committed to any
residential facility pursuant to the laws of this
state or similar laws of any other state as a re-
sult of the use of alcohol;
    (vii) Demonstrates familiarity with a firearm.
A legible photocopy of a certificate of comple-
tion of any of the courses or classes or a nota-
rized affidavit from the instructor, school, club,
organization or group that conducted or taught
the course or class attesting to the completion
of the course or class by the applicant or a copy
of any document which shows completion of the
course or class or evidences participation of
firearms competition, shall constitute evidence
of qualification under this paragraph. Any one
(1) of the following activities listed in this para-
graph shall be sufficient to demonstrate familiar-
ity with a firearm: ...
    (viii) Is not currently adjudicated to be legally
incompetent; and
    (ix) Has not been committed to a mental
institution.
    (c) The division may deny a permit if the ap-
plicant has been found guilty of or has pled nolo
contendere to one (1) or more crimes of vio-
lence constituting a misdemeanor offense within
the three (3) year period prior to the date on
which the application is submitted or may re-
voke a permit if the permittee has been found
guilty of or has pled nolo contendere to one (1)
or more crimes of violence constituting a misde-
meanor offense within the preceding three (3)
years. ...
    (g) The sheriff of the applicant's county of
residence shall submit a written report to the
division containing any information that he feels
may be pertinent to the issuance of a permit to
any applicant. The written report shall state
facts known to the sheriff which establish rea-
sonable grounds to believe that the applicant
has been or is reasonably likely to be a danger
to himself or others, or to the community at
large as a result of the applicant's mental or
psychological state, as demonstrated by a past
pattern or practice of behavior, or participation
in incidents involving a controlled substance, al-
cohol abuse, violence or threats of violence as
these incidents relate to criteria listed in this
section. The written report shall be made within
thirty (30) days after the date the sheriff re-
ceives the copy of the application. The sheriff of
the applicant's county of residence shall notify
the chief of police, if any, of the applicant's
place of residence of the application for a con-
cealed firearm permit by the applicant. The
chief of police shall submit written comments to
the division under the guidelines prescribed in
this section. Submitted comments shall not be
considered a public record.
    (h) The sheriff of the applicant's county of
residence may, at his discretion, submit a writ-

ten report to the division recommending imme-
diate issuance of a concealed firearm permit
prior to the mandatory fingerprint processing.
The written recommendation shall specifically
state that the sheriff has personal knowledge
that the applicant is qualified to be issued a per-
mit.
    (j) The sheriff of the applicant's county of res-
idence may, at his discretion, submit a written
report to the division recommending the issu-
ance of a concealed firearm permit to an appli-
cant between eighteen (18) and twenty-one (21)
years of age who meets the requirements spec-
ified in this section. The written recommenda-
tion shall specifically state that the sheriff has
personal knowledge of the applicant's situation
or circumstances which warrant the issuance of
a concealed firearm permit. The division may
issue a permit to carry a concealed firearm to
those individuals between eighteen (18) and
twenty-one (21) years of age under circum-
stances that a reasonable, prudent person
would believe warrant the issuance of a permit
to carry a concealed firearm. The decision to is-
sue a concealed firearm permit shall be based
on the satisfactory completion of the require-
ments of this section and any voluntary written
report offered by the sheriff of the county of the
applicant's residence which shall clearly state
the reasons the applicant should be issued a
permit. The applicant may submit a written re-
port containing relevant facts for consideration
by the division. ...
    (m) The division shall, within sixty (60) days
after the date of receipt of the items listed in
subsection (e) of this section, either:
    (i) Issue the permit; or
    (ii) Deny the application based on the ground
that the applicant fails to qualify under the cri-
teria listed in this section or upon reasonable
grounds for denial specified under subsection
(g) of this section. If the division denies the ap-
plication, it shall notify the applicant in writing,
stating the grounds for denial and informing the
applicant of a right to submit, within thirty (30)
days, any additional documentation relating to
the grounds of denial. Upon receiving any addi-
tional documentation, the division shall recon-
sider its decision and inform the applicant within
twenty (20) days of the result of the reconsider-
ation. The applicant shall further be informed of
the right to seek review of the denial in the dis-
trict court pursuant to the Wyoming Administra-
tive Procedure Act, W.S. 16?3?101 through 16-
3-115. No person who is denied a permit under
this section shall carry a concealed firearm un-
der a permit issued in another state, so long as
he remains a resident of this state, and he re-
mains ineligible for a permit in this state.
    (n) The division shall maintain an automated
listing of permit holders and pertinent informa-
tion, and the information shall be available on-
line, upon request, at all times to all Wyoming
law enforcement agencies.
    (o) Within thirty (30) days after the changing
of a permanent address, or within thirty (30)
days after the loss or destruction of a permit,
the permittee, including any permittee under
paragraph (a)(iii) of this section, shall so notify
the division. Violation of this subsection may re-
sult in cancellation or revocation of the permit.
    (p) In the event that a permit is lost or
destroyed, the permit shall be automatically
invalid, and the person to whom the same was
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issued may, upon payment of a five dollar
($5.00) fee to the division, obtain a duplicate,
upon furnishing a notarized statement to the
division that the permit has been lost or
destroyed.
    (q) A permit issued under this section shall
be revoked by the division:
    (i) If the permittee becomes ineligible to be
issued a permit under the criteria set forth in
this section; or
    (ii) For any conviction of any offense involv-
ing a controlled substance, alcohol abuse while
carrying a concealed weapon or any crime of
violence or a plea of nolo contendere to any of
these crimes.
    (r) [Repealed]
    (s) The permittee may renew his permit on or
before the expiration date by filing with the sher-
iff of the applicant's county of residence the re-
newal form, a notarized affidavit stating that the
permittee remains qualified pursuant to the cri-
teria specified in this section, and the required
renewal fee. The permit shall be renewed to a
qualified applicant upon receipt of the com-
pleted renewal application, appropriate payment
of fees and the division shall verify that the
criminal history information available to the divi-
sion does not indicate that possession of a fire-
arm by the applicant would constitute a violation
of state or federal law. A permittee who fails to
file a renewal application on or before its expira-
tion date shall renew his permit by paying a late
fee of ten dollars ($10.00). No permit shall be
renewed six (6) months or more after its expira-
tion date, and the permit shall be deemed to be
permanently expired. A person whose permit
has permanently expired may reapply for a per-
mit pursuant to subsections (b) through (e) of
this section.
    (t) No permit issued pursuant to this section
or any permit issued from any other state shall
authorize any person to carry a concealed fire-
arm into:
    (i) Any facility used primarily for law enforce-
ment operations or administration without the
written consent of the chief administrator;
    (ii) Any detention facility, prison or jail;
    (iii) Any courtroom, except that nothing in this
section shall preclude a judge from carrying a
concealed weapon or determining who will carry
a concealed weapon in the courtroom;
    (iv) Any meeting of a governmental entity;
    (v) Any meeting of the legislature or a com-
mittee thereof;
    (vi) Any school, college or professional ath-
letic event not related to firearms;
    (vii) Any portion of an establishment licensed
to dispense alcoholic liquor and malt beverages
for consumption on the premises, which portion
of the establishment is primarily devoted to that
purpose;
    (viii) Any place where persons are assem-
bled for public worship, without the written con-
sent of the chief administrator of that place;

    (ix) Any elementary or secondary school
facility;
    (x) Any college or university facility without
the written consent of the security service of the
college or university; or
    (xi) Any place where the carrying of firearms
is prohibited by federal law or regulation or state
law or regulation. ...
    (y) As used in this section:
    (i) "Division" means the division of criminal
investigation within the office of the attorney
general;
    (ii) "Firearm" means any pistol, revolver or
derringer, designed to be fired by the use of a
single hand. ....

Article 2. Firearms Regulation

    6-8-203. Firearms information to be kept in
place of business; inspection by peace offic-
er. The information required by federal law to
be maintained on firearms shall be kept by
every wholesaler, retailer, pawnbroker and
dealer in firearms in the place of business of the
wholesaler, retailer, pawnbroker or dealer, and
shall be subject to inspection by any peace
officer at all reasonable times.

Article 3. Rifles and Shotguns

    6-8-301. Sale or delivery to person from
contiguous state; restrictions and require-
ments.
    (a) It is lawful for a licensed importer,
licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer or a
licensed collector (licensed under the federal
Gun Control Act of 1968) whose place of bus-
iness is in the state of Wyoming to sell or
deliver a rifle or shot-gun to a resident of a state
contiguous to the state of Wyoming, subject to
the following restrictions and requirements:
    (i) The purchaser's state of residence must
permit the sale or delivery by law;
    (ii) The sale shall fully comply with the legal
conditions of sale in both contiguous states; and
    (iii) The purchaser and the licensee shall
have, prior to the sale or delivery for sale of the
rifle or shotgun, complied with all of the require-
ments of section 922(c) of the federal Gun Con-
trol Act of 1968, applicable to interstate transac-
tions other than at the licensee's business
premises.
    6-8-302. Resident may purchase or re-
ceive delivery in contiguous state; restric-
tions and requirements.
    (a) A Wyoming resident otherwise qualified
may purchase or receive delivery of a rifle or
shotgun in a state contiguous to the state of
Wyoming, subject to the following restrictions
and requirements:
    (i) The sale must fully comply with the legal
conditions of sale in both contiguous states; and
    (ii) Prior to the sale or delivery for sale of the
rifle or shotgun, the purchaser and the licensee

have complied with all of the requirements of
section 922(c) of the federal Gun Control Act of
1968, applicable to interstate transactions other
than at the licensee's business premises.
    6-8-303. Provisions inapplicable in certain
instances.
    (a) This article does not apply to:
    (i) Transactions between licensed importers,
licensed manufacturers, licensed dealers and
licensed collectors; or
    (ii) The loan or rental of a firearm to any
person for temporary use for lawful sporting
purposes.
    (b) This article does not preclude any person
who is participating in any organized rifle or
shotgun match or contest, or is hunting, in a
state other than his state of residence and
whose rifle or shotgun has been lost or stolen or
has become inoperative in the other state from
purchasing a rifle or shotgun in the other state
from a licensed dealer if the person presents to
the dealer a sworn statement:
    (i) That his rifle or shotgun was lost or stolen
or became inoperative while participating in
such a match or contest, or while engaged in
hunting, in the other state; and
    (ii) Identifying the chief law enforcement
officer of the locality in which the person re-
sides, to whom the licensed dealer shall forward
the statement by registered mail.

Article 4. Regulation by State

    6-8-401. Firearm, weapon and ammunition
regulation and prohibition by state.
    (a) The sale, transfer, purchase, delivery, tax-
ation, manufacture, ownership, transportation,
storage, use and possession of firearms, wea-
pons and ammunition shall be authorized, regu-
lated and prohibited by the state, and regulation
thereof is preempted by the state. Except as au-
thorized by W.S. 15-1-103(a)(xviii), no city, town
or county shall authorize, regulate or prohibit
the sale, transfer, purchase, delivery, taxation,
manufacture, ownership, transportation, stor-
age, use or possession of firearms, weapons
and ammunition except as specifically provided
by this chapter. This section shall not affect
zoning or other ordinances which encompass
firearms businesses along with other busi-
nesses. Zoning and other ordinances which are
designed for the purpose of restricting or pro-
hibiting the sale, purchase, transfer or manufac-
ture of firearms or ammunition as a method of
regulating firearms or ammunition as a method
of regulating firearms or ammunition are in
conflict with this section and are prohibited.
    (b) As used in this article, "firearm" means
any weapon which will or is designed to expel
any projectile by the action of an explosive.

[Current through 2001 Regular Session,
including 2001 Wyo. Sess. Laws 63 (SF 106)]


